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*- *• po.vm.nc «,„ pemeatfas te volu ,„ e „ f 1oom • ^ 

loose granular material together, and the sbuctural s „ppo rt beimrlbm^ r • 

„„„ , . , support oewg formed of a contiguous mass of 

granular material permeated by polymeric re 5 in. 388 ° f 



Claim 7 is amended to correct a ml „or typographic* error by replacing 
the word "probe". * 



the word "prove" with 



Claim 10 is amended to indicate that the polymeric tesi 



discussion at paragraph 25 of the specification. 



resin expands upon injection, per the 



Claim 13 is amended to remove the V from the word "claims". 
Claim 16 is also amended to remove the reference to "hol^ a ^ , ■ , 



aaim 16 is also amended to provide antecedent reference 



for "granular material". 



b y p.«e.t«.. E P, 8510Ml>fc , )1 , erl Applicant respectfully traverseariOa rejection 

The appneant claims forming a vo.ume of ,oc* g^ular materia,, ana injecriug expanding 

<he volume of loose gmnular materia, and binding the loose granular material togefter and the 
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structure support being formed of a contiguous **™ mer \^^ V***™* Lyndon 
polymeric resiu. ^ ° f * at ^ permeated by 



Canteri discloses none of these features. 



compaction of the surrounding son , „„ ,„ „ ^ ' canttn 5 ft,ani 

25), and i, „ «, * ta " *■ *- and Co.. 5, ,ines 2.- 

Moreover, Canteri teaches away from the approach taken by the applicant bv tea h* „ 
contpac.ngofs.il by push^out^ * — *. 

Therefore, claim 1, and claims 9- II and 13 -is h™„ a 

in view of Canteri. 8 ° n daim are ** obvious 

Claims 2 - 7, 12, and ,6 - 23 have been rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as beta, 
unpatentable over EP 0 851 064 to Canteri in v,w n u 8 
Afml . # c „ ° CaDten 10 Wew of Goughnour US Patent no. 5,279,502. 

Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection 
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v . ^ unit: J&73 

t 

nearty sotl. Googhnonr ^ w ^ 

b ™ B « and/or „ ^ ^ Both CTMte t ^* ~ 

or ^ ««a Ndther CMteri „ OT GMi ^ r ^ r 

co^on of the ^ referenCM does ^ ^ m ta -» *• 

MM* neither cited reference teachea ptaeing loose ^ 

Hence, clams 2-7 and .2 are patentable over Canter, and Ooughnoor. 
In claim 16 me applicant claims fojecttog cni3hed 

with an expanding polymeric reaio r™. • ^ " a cxcl »« fa « 
& pviymcnc resin. Canten does not teach back-frm™ rt 

crushed rock or travel n™j,. ., ,cacn 00clt "'"ng of an excavation with 

Gonshnonr, s ,„„e cohnnn l^L," *" " ^ 

t ' anten s foam - The references themselves teach awav fi« m 

Polygene f oam would push apar1 Ae stone ^ ^ ^ ^ & ^ J* 
Goughnoor drif refers to injection of a cement (citations grout, col. 7, lines 33-35) but a 
cement sets up over a long time, and thus has time to permeate the column before curing. With 
expanding polymeric foam, it is submitted that one could not expect the foam to permeate the 



8 



PAGE 1 0/1 1 * RCVD AT 9/412007 2:04:41 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] " SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/13 * DNIS: 2738300 * CSID:780433S719 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-54 



09/04/2007 12:03 7804335719 LAMBERT PAGE 11/11 



USSN: 10/762,304 
Pv . r Art unit: 3673 

zc:: t; rr ^ ,o ° s °°° - «ss s: 

piie. rtence, it is submitted that claim i/? s e « A * u • a * liua 
minea mat claim 16 is not obvious over Canteri in view of Goughnoor. 

*. « yield toe inTOlti on, Md ^ „ ,0^^^ ° f ^ reftraKeS 
Mil. To the conlnnv both »i '° 5ugsest "8^8 * bw 

„ f ™. ~ ^ -* aw>y *» • *« - «— ^ 

™ j / ana 12, being dependent on claim 1 claim* 1 7 i o u • * 
and claims 21 -23 bdnscWl , , ■ T ' ^ ,9 ' ^dependent on claim 16 

Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections, and allowance of the d.- • 

requested. anowance of the claims, is respectfully 
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